Dear parents,
Thank you for taking the time to read with your child!  It is critical that your child has the opportunity to interact with books and practice their reading, on a DAILY BASIS.  
Here are some helpful tips to make reading a more successful experience in your home:
1. Try to set a consistent time to read every day; a great idea is read with your child each night before bed. 
2. If you are at the soccer field or hockey rink, perhaps that “waiting” time becomes a special reading time.

3. Try listening to an audio book in the car.

4. Try family book time – picture books and some chapter books can be read aloud by both kids and adults for all to enjoy.
5. Picture books, chapter books, magazines, online reading programs are all encouraged.  Help your child find what they are interested in, and they will be motivated and engaged in their reading.

6. Explore fiction, non-fiction and poetry.  Discover a variety of authors.

7. Reread favorites again, and again and again!

8. Children love to hear adults read aloud.  This is an excellent opportunity to model fluency and expression.

9. Visit the Vegreville Public Library!

Any time that your child is reading independently, or with the support of a family member, he/she may record those minutes in their home reading passport.  This includes the time you read to them!  
Please record the minutes read each day and initial on the book icon.  At the end of the month, please help your child total their minutes and then submit to their teacher.
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       (



Home Reading Minimum Monthly Goals:

	Month
	K – Gr 2
	Gr 3-4
	Gr 5-6

	October
	300
	400
	500

	November
	300
	400
	500

	December
	300
	400
	500

	January
	400
	500
	600

	February
	400
	500
	600

	March
	400
	500
	600

	April
	400
	500
	600

	May
	400
	500
	600

	June (first 2 weeks)
	200
	250
	300


Students should be practicing their reading at home:


1.  “Just Right” Books

· Be interesting or appealing to child 

· 5 finger rule

· Books at independent reading level, including 1 level above or below 

(i.e. independent reading level F, then choose an interesting book from levels E-G)


2.  Books of Interest

· Magazines

· Newspapers

· Online reading programs

· Hobbies, sports, people, travel

· Favorite authors

· And more, the sky is the limit!
We encourage you to discuss with your child’s teacher, any questions or concerns about reading material, reading levels, or home reading in general. 
Thank you for your support and encouragement as we set off to another great year of reading and learning!

Sincerely,
St. Martin’s Staff
